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BEFORE THE
| LLI NO' S COMVERCE COMM SSI ON

IN THE MATTER OF:

MAURI CE PERKI NS c/o

YOUTH FOUNDATI ON, | NC.,

VS.

PEOPLES GAS LI GHT AND COKE COMPANY

Compl aint as to billing/charges in

Chicago, Illinois

Met, pursuant

BEFORE:

I NNER CI TY

No.

N N N N N N N N N N N

Chi cago, Illinois
Oct ober 17, 2005

to notice, at 10:00 a.m

05-0623

MS. EVE MORAN, Adm nistrative Law Judge

APPEARANCES:

MR. MAURI CE PERKI NS

4500 South M chigan Avenue

Chicago, Illinois 60653
appearing pro se;

MR. MARK L. GOLDSTEI N

108 W | mot Road

Suite 330

Deerfield,

appearing for

Il1linois 60015

Peopl es Gas.

SULLI VAN REPORTI NG COMPANY, by
Roci o Garci a, CSR

Li cense No.

084-004387
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JUDGE MORAN: Pursuant to the direction of the
[1'linois Commerce Comm ssion, | call Docket 05-0623.
This is Maurice Perkins care of Inner City Youth
Foundati on, Inc. versus the Peoples Gas Light and
Coke Company. It is a conplaint as to billing,
sl ash, charges in Chicago, Illinois.

May | have the appearances for the
record, please.

You can start, sir. Pl ease give your
name, your address and your tel ephone number.

MR. MAURI CE PERKI NS: My name is Maurice,

M a-u-r-i-c-e, Perkins, P-e-r-k-i-n-s. |I'm at 4500
Sout h M chi gan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60653. My
phone is (773) 624-0803.

JUDGE MORAN: Okay. And you are the conpl ainant?

MR. MAURI CE PERKINS: Yes, ma'am | am

MR. GOLDSTEIN: On behalf of the Peoples Gas
Li ght and Coke Company, Mark L. Gol dstein, 108
W I not Road, Suite 330, Deerfield, Illinois 60015.
My tel ephone number is (847) 580-5480. And | have

with me today Brian Schnoldt, that's
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S-c-h-mo-I-d-t,
from Peopl es Gas.

JUDGE MORAN: Okay. This is a conplaint case. |
have a copy of the formal conmplaint in front of nme
and certain attachments thereto.

Are you gentlemen meeting for the first
time?

MR. GOLDSTEI N: Yes.

JUDGE MORAN: M. Goldstein and M. Perkins?

MR. GOLDSTEI N: Yes, we are.

MR. MAURI CE PERKI NS: Yes, ma'am.

JUDGE MORAN: Okay. If there's no objection,
this is the way I'd |like to proceed. | believe that
you are famliar with the matters alleged in your
conpl aint, M. Perkins.

| believe also that, M. Goldstein, you
have revi ewed the documents?

MR. GOLDSTEI N: Yes.

JUDGE MORAN: | would like to | eave the room at
this time and allow you to discuss the allegations
of the complaint and to determne if there's any way

that it could be resolved today or if you can work
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together to frame the issues, if we need to go
further, if there's any informal discovery matters
t hat can be worked out; and that's the way 1'd |ike
to proceed.
s that okay?

MR. MAURI CE PERKI NS: Yes, ma'am.

MR. GOLDSTEIN: It's perfectly fine with Peoples
Gas. | would just point out two things --

JUDGE MORAN: Okay.

MR. GOLDSTEIN: -- for the record. First of all
Inner City Youth Foundation, Inc., is the customer
of record. | assume it's an Illinois not-for-profit
corporation and M. Perkins, | do not believe, is an

attorney and he woul d have to have an attorney
represent him before the Comm ssion in this matter.

And, second, which is not really sort of
a -- it's a comment, it's obvious, even from

M. Perkins' conmplaint, that part of the building

here invol ves Santana Energy Services and -- as his
alternative supplier. And, you know, we have no
control over that portion of the bill. So |I assune

that --
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JUDGE MORAN: So you're thinking that Santana
needs to be made a party to this case?

MR. GOLDSTEI N: | don't -- I'"mnot -- that's up
to M. Perkins.

JUDGE MORAN: Okay. MM hnm

MR. GOLDSTEIN: | can't tell himhow to handle
his own conpl ai nt .

MR. MAURI CE PERKI NS: Well, may | speak?

MR. GOLDSTEI N:  Sure.

JUDGE MORAN:  Sure.

MR. MAURI CE PERKINS: Well, your Honor, it -- we
t hought that when we were getting Santana that we
were basically getting a new supplier.

JUDGE MORAN: Okay.

MR. MAURI CE PERKINS: Now -- a new supplier.

JUDGE MORAN: MM hmm.

MR. MAURI CE PERKINS: Now, we found out that it
was -- it had something to do with the Iines and
something to do with the delivery service and then
we found out we had two people getting two billings.

Now, you know - -

JUDGE MORAN: What do you mean you had two people
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getting two billings? Who are the two --

MR. MAURI CE PERKINS: Okay. We had two
conpani es --

JUDGE MORAN: Okay.

MR. MAURI CE PERKINS: We had two conpani es asking
for two separate anmounts of noney.

JUDGE MORAN: Okay. And those two conpanies
were. . .7?

MR. MAURI CE PERKI NS: Were Peoples and Sant ana.

JUDGE MORAN: Okay.

MR. MAURI CE PERKINS: Now, we found out that what
Santana is asking for is exactly the overage m nus
40 percent on what we paid |ast year.

So we felt |ike we had added the 40
percent in they were asking and we felt |Iike now we
had two companies to pay. So that was a dilemma for
us. Now, after talking with Peoples Gas, | talked
to a M. Reardon. We've been working together over
the | ast ten years at that property.

Now, Mr. Reardon says to ne -- he says,
Okay, Perkins, you actually owe us $5,100. He said,

you actually owe us $5,100 and the other noney you
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owe Santana. So he says, If we can hold you
accountable for the $5,100 and you deal wi th Santana
as a separate issue -- | told him Fine, because
don't -- at this time have no gas.

Now, we called and we talked to him --
and they said, Bring us a thousand dollars, we'll
put you on a paynment plan -- three weeks ago. Okay.
We were a day |late bring them a thousand dollars and
t he payment plan was no | onger avail able by us being
a day | ate, okay.

So we're trying to resolve it and |
understand to be under oath so everything |I'm saying
here has been, you know, said --

JUDGE MORAN: Okay. l"mjust treating this as
background i nformation --

MR. MAURI CE PERKI NS: Ri ght .

JUDGE MORAN: -- and not as testimony. |'m just
trying to get to the posture of this case nore
t han - -

MR. MAURI CE PERKI NS: Because see -- see, | want
to sinplify it as much as possible, too, because |

don't have an attorney and | understand that there
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may be one required; but if I could give you just a
couple nore m nutes of this.

JUDGE MORAN: Okay. Well, let me ask a few
questions --

MR. MAURI CE PERKI NS: Sur e.

JUDGE MORAN: -- because right now |'m getting
off track and a lot of this is not being clear to
me.

MR. MAURI CE PERKINS: All right

JUDGE MORAN: The conmpl ai nt reads Maurice PerKkins
care of Inner City Youth Foundation, Inc. Who has
the service? 1Is it you or is it Inner City Youth?

MR. MAURI CE PERKINS: Well, | -- that would be --

JUDGE MORAN: And what is your role? Are you
the --

MR. MAURI CE PERKI NS: I'"m the founder. I'"'mthe
founder --

JUDGE MORAN: Okay.

MR. MAURI CE PERKINS: -- and president of |nner
City Youth Foundati on.

JUDGE MORAN: Okay.

MR. MAURI CE PERKI NS: It was incorporated in 1974
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as a not-for-profit in Illinois.

JUDGE MORAN: Okay.

MR. MAURI CE PERKINS: So we've been doing this
work for a while.

JUDGE MORAN: Okay.

MR. MAURI CE PERKINS: And | guess we're, Ilike,
I nterchangeable. Even -- you know, even on the tax
bill they say Inner City Youth Foundation/ Maurice
Per ki ns.

JUDGE MORAN: Okay. All right. You're the
founder and current president?

MR. MAURI CE PERKI NS: Yes, ma' am.

JUDGE MORAN: Okay. Now, is it required for
not-for-profit corporations to have attorneys in al
cases? |Is that your understanding, M. Gol dstein?

MR. GOLDSTEIN: It's a corporation. [It's an
Illinois corporation.

JUDGE MORAN: | understand that it's a
corporation.

MR. GOLDSTEIN: There's no differentiation
bet ween for profit, not-for-profit under the Act as

far as | can tell.

10
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JUDGE MORAN: Okay. Well, for my purposes, do
you have an attorney that's aligned with your
not-for-profit?

MR. MAURI CE PERKI NS: No, your Honor. We don't
have an attorney and we've got, |ike, one full-time
enpl oyee. So, you know, we're just -- you know,
we're not a big roll plus operation. That's why --
' m not down here to conplicate things. And when
you said me and the attorney m ght be able to enter
into a discussion, you know, |'m not -- you know,
I*'m not -- you know, |I'm not -- you know.

JUDGE MORAN: Okay. All right. M. Gol dstein.

MR. GOLDSTEI N:  Yes.

JUDGE MORAN: "' m going to ask you and
M. Perkins to still talk about this case.

MR. GOLDSTEI N: Yes.

JUDGE MORAN: ' m also going to see how far you
can get in your discussions without having someone
here from Santana. Okay.

MR. GOLDSTEIN: What 1'd like to do is see if we
could reach a point where we could connect back --

JUDGE MORAN: Ri ght.

11
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MR. GOLDSTEIN: -- Inner City Youth's gas service
and go from there.

JUDGE MORAN: Okay. That would be |ovely.

MR. MAURI CE PERKI NS: And, your Honor, we -- you
know, our bills are |ike maybe substantial; but, you
know, every year we usually go out and try to make a
smaller loan to make it even with your company. You
know, we know we don't really have the resources to
deal with it; but every year we've went out, you
know, and try to wipe it out.

JUDGE MORAN: Okay. Well, why don't the two of
you or the three of you discuss this as much as you
can.

MR. MAURI CE PERKI NS: Okay.

MR. GOLDSTEI N:  Yeah.

JUDGE MORAN: And see if something can be reached
or resolved or at |east have the issues narrowed.
Okay.

And I'"mgoing to | eave the room The
court reporter will |leave the room also. And you
know where you can find me in my office. Okay.

(Wher eupon, a discussion

12
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was had off the record.)
JUDGE MORAN: Okay. We're back on the record.
And the parties have had an opportunity
to tal k?

MR. GOLDSTEIN: Yes, we have, Judge. For the
record, I1'd |like to state what our proposal is to
M. Perkins.

JUDGE MORAN: Okay.

MR. GOLDSTEIN: We have proposed that he pay one
hal f of what we believe is the outstanding bal ance
on his account.

There is some question as to what that

bal ance is because there is some confusi on between

what Santana Energy Services billed and what Peoples

Gas billed as the distribution -- as the
di stribution conpany.

We will work with M. Perkins to
determ ne what is owed to each. W can't state for
the record that M. Perkins has been term nated by
Sant ana Energy Services and so.

JUDGE MORAN: He has?

MR. GOLDSTEI N: He has.

13



JUDGE MORAN:  Okay.

MR. GOLDSTEIN: And nore than 60 days
have -- has el apsed. M. -- we would propose -- we
propose to M. Perkins that his new gas supplier be
Peoples Gas. On that basis Peoples Gas woul d put
hi m on a paynment plan for whatever that other half
of the balance is and to make sure that he pays his
mont hly bills. If he has a good enough record on
that basis, after a time, we would obviously put him
on a budget payment pl an.

JUDGE MORAN: Okay.

MR. GOLDSTEIN: We need approximtely 30 days to
make sure that the billing is correct and for
M. Perkins to raise the money to pay whatever that
one half of the bal ance owed is.

JUDGE MORAN: The bal ance is, okay.

MR. MAURI CE PERKI NS: Yes, sir.

MR. GOLDSTEIN: | believe I"ve correctly stated
our proposal.

MR. MAURI CE PERKI NS: Yes, sir, you have and,
your Honor, I"'min full agreement with that and I

think it works for me as well.

14



JUDGE MORAN: Okay. Oh, good. That's really

good.
Okay. So hopefully you guys will be able

to execute that proposal and you're asking for
anot her date, 30 days?

MR. GOLDSTEI N:  Yes.

JUDGE MORAN: Okay. Let's see. Why don't you
guys propose a date for ne.

MR. GOLDSTEIN: Any date between -- starting the
week of November 21st.

JUDGE MORAN: Okay.

MR. GOLDSTEI N: That week.

JUDGE MORAN: Al'l right.

MR. GOLDSTEI N: Thanksgiving is the 24th.

JUDGE MORAN: Right. [I'm well aware of turkey
day.

| know | have something on the 21st. How

about the 22nd? Would that work?

MR. GOLDSTEIN: That's fine.

MR. MAURI CE PERKI NS: That's fine.

JUDGE MORAN: Okay. Would that work. That would

wor K.

15



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

And what time?
MR. GOLDSTEIN: 10: 00 o'clock.
JUDGE MORAN: 10: 00 o'clock. Okay.
Okay. | guess we will continue this
matter to November 23rd at 10:00 a.m
MR. GOLDSTEI N: 22nd.
JUDGE MORAN: l'"m sorry. We will continue this
matter to November 22nd at 10:00 a.m
| would also like to commend the parties
for being able to discuss this matter and to be able
to work out a proposal or a plan for resolving their
di spute. Thank you.
MR. GOLDSTEIN: Thank you very much.
(Wher eupon, the above-entitled
matter was continued to

November 22, 2005, at 10: 00 a.m)

16



